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A shout-out to the nonprofit
Keep Tennessee Beautiful,
which basically picks up tons of
litter around our great state.

How much litter?
Last year during something

called the Great American
Cleanup, there were more than
8,000 volunteers who donated
more than 23,000 hours col-
lectively to pick up more than
445,000 pounds of trash.
About 70,000 pounds of that
was recycled. 

And it’s not just getting rid
of garbage, it’s also adding
beauty. More than 650,123
trees and flowers were planted
in over 205 communities.

My favorite initiative is
Trashercise, which started in

Leiper’s Fork just outside of
Franklin about 16 years ago.
And yep, it’s just what it sounds
like – combining walking and
picking up litter. Check out the
nonprofit’s website, keeptn-
beautiful.org, for more info.

SPOTLIGHT

Volunteers pick up
trash in Kingsport as
part of Keep Kingsport
Beautiful initiative in
2021. TAKEN BY JOHNNIE
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INSPIRATION
GOOD NEWS WITH BRAD SCHMITT

Good News in your inbox
Want more inspiration from around Middle
Tennessee? Scan the QR code and get The
Good News with Brad Schmitt straight to
your inbox every Friday morning.

As a boy, Taylor Hart DuRard lived through hell, sur-
viving beatings, food deprivation and other forms of
abuse and neglect at the hands of his biological father

and stepmother, according to Taylor, police officers
in Murfreesboro and state authorities.

His older brother, John, didn’t make it. He
died on May 26, 2016 – at 13 years old.

Through the grace of God and state au-
thorities, Taylor ended up with a loving cou-
ple, Carrie and Jase DuRard, who eventual-
ly adopted Taylor. Now, the three of them
work hard to advocate for foster kids, and
they even started their own nonprofit,
Jonathan’s Path, to support those kids. 

Late last year, the federal government
took notice. The Department of Health and

Human Services gave the DuRards the 2024
Adoption Excellence Award.
“Every child deserves a stable and loving home,

and today’s awardees have worked tirelessly to
make that happen,” then DHHS exec Meg Sullivan said

at a ceremony with the Administration for Children and
Families in Washington, D.C.

But that’s not all. The agency decided to
include the DuRards in a national cam-
paign aimed at inspiring others to adopt
teens from foster care.

The campaign is called The Rewards,
and one spot will make you cry. In it, Carrie

and Jase tear up as they watch video of their
adopted son, Taylor, praising them.

“I’ve had three other mother figures in my life,” Tay-
lor says. “But only one of them has taught me how a
mother loves.” 

In another , Taylor says, “I’ve had many male figures in
my life, but there’s only been one that has taught me that
it’s OK to be silly, it’s OK to feel small, it’s OK to admit you
need help. And with anything, I can always go to my dad.”

Taylor, now a 20-year-old college student, said “being
part of this campaign is an incredible honor. It allows us
to share the beauty of adoption and encourage others to
open their hearts and homes to teens in foster care. Adop-
tion changes lives, not just for the youth, but for families
as a whole.”

Are y’all familiar with Nashville’s Pet Community Center? It’s a
great nonprofit that, among other things, provides free or
cheap spay and neuter services. 

They had a bunch of fun in February at a fundraiser event
called My Furry Valentine, Love Songs Saving Lives. Bryan
White, Jamie O’Neal, Wade Hayes, Anita Cochran and Mandy
Barnett sang and helped raise more than $10,000 in donations.
Big ups to veteran broadcaster Suzanne Alexander for hosting.

And big ups to Jimmy the rescue dog for greeting all who
attended!
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Taylor Hart DuRard, center, with
his parents, Carrie and Jase

DuRard. BRAD SCHMITT/THE TENNESSEAN

Extraordinary TN family gets national spotlight

GETTY IMAGES

Meet Your Guide to Medicare 
Right Here in Tennessee.
Learn more about BlueCross at 
bcbstmedicare.com


